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Ja a p S l u i j t e r
Executive Director

Rabindra Singh
Secretary/Chair

Dear Friends,
In this Annual Report we want to update you on the state
of the Krishnamurti Foundation of America. We are a
relatively small non-profit with a wide range of activities.
The Foundation maintains an extensive state of the art
archive with original work of Krishnamurti. We continue
to add video, audio, and transcribed text to the online site
www.jkrishnamurti.org which is available for free in various
languages. Our publications department publishes new books
every year, and manages and sells the rights to publishers all
over the world. We also do outreach activities in the US and
Asia to increase the possibility for new people to come in
contact with the teachings.
The adult Educational Center (KEC) on the east-end
campus in Ojai runs a retreat center with 10 rooms and has
a Study Center dedicated for those who come to study the
teachings. Weekend and week-long group study programs
are organized on a monthly basis. For young adults, we
also offer a unique opportunity to live, study and work in
community at the Educational Center as part of our yearlong Residential Student Program. Each May we have a
two-day Annual Gathering with several speakers, dialogues
and other events. On the weekend prior to the Gathering, we
organize an Explorations Conference that brings together
individuals from a range of disciplines who share a common
interest in studying deeper questions. The Oak Grove School
is also a part of the KFA and publishes its own report. More
information can be found at the end of this publication.
(continues on the next page)
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Below are a few foundation highlights for the 2015-2016 Financial Year:
• We launched a new web and social media strategy to reach out to new audiences. In this
strategy we are not pushing the person Krishnamurti nor the organization KFA, but merely
offering opportunities to inquire more deeply into the common life themes Krishnamurti
pointed towards. For more on this visit theimmeasurable.org
• Extensive renovations on Krishnamurti’s former home and guesthouse were completed,
including roof renovations, new flooring and interior paint. This renovation project turned out
to be more involved than we could foresee.
• The Archives department digitized the “Oak Grove tapes”, which includes discussions
Krishnamurti had with teachers, staff and trustees in Ojai. Much headway was also made in
cataloging the English books and the foreign translations, as well as several new donations
of historic Krishnamurti books, manuscripts and original letters.
• The Publications department signed over 30 contracts with book publishers worldwide.
We were surprised by the interest for The Book of Life by several Chinese publishers. We
published the first volume of Unconditioning and Education, which consists of discussions
Krishnamurti had with teachers and trustees regarding the creation of Oak Grove School.
• Our Retreat continues to be the place where individuals come to study the teachings, or to
find quiet and solitude. Over this last year our occupancy rate increased to 65%.
• The Study Center, also called Pine Cottage or The Library, continued to draw many visitors
especially during the weekend. Our librarian, Michael Krohnen, receives the visitors over the
weekend and regularly hosts local dialogues and introductions to Krishnamurti’s works.
• The Educational Center organized six weekend retreats, six week-long programs, the
Annual Gathering, the first annual Explorations Conference, and several evening programs by
scholars on Krishnamurti.
Thank you for your help in making this work possible and Krishnamurti’s work available for
future generations. We welcome your thoughts, questions and feedback.
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Me l i s s a Na v a r r o
Director of Development

My first contact with Krishnamurti’s writings had a profound effect on my life. A
short three paragraph excerpt on “dying daily” put into words something that deeply
resonated with me, but I had not been able to articulate. And the energy behind the
words that I read, and re-read, seemed to create a powerful shift within me.
After studying more works on my own, I decided to take part in a week-long
intensive which created an open and supportive space for a group of 35 strangers to
question deeply ingrained conditioning and long held beliefs. This direct experience
of challenging my beliefs, and watching my reactions in such a dynamic way, was
far beyond the intellectual understanding gleaned from self-study. That seven-day
immersion was the catalyst to my decision to move across the country and support the
work of the foundation.
I now speak with visitors, program participants, and donors from around the world,
and with each story I hear, it is clear many have had similar experiences of selfunderstanding through contact with the teachings. In this annual report, we share just
a handful of stories from individuals whose lives have been touched by Krishnamurti’s
work.
Creating opportunities to contact this work in many different forms has never been
more important, and the foundation is able to provide such opportunities due to your
generosity. Thank you. Your ongoing support is changing lives, thereby changing our
world.
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Wo r l d C i t i z e n
B r u c e M e y e r, Vo l u n t e e r
The First and Last Freedom was on the bedside table in the room I was staying at the
Godbes’ Bixby Canyon home in Big Sur. The room was quiet and comfortably simple.
Krishnamurti’s writing was clear and direct and I had no resistance to what I read. I
continued to read his book every night I was there.
I had been in college studying comparative religion when my mother died suddenly.
Her death shook me up. Feeling lost and helpless over external events, I drifted into
ennui, lost interest in school, and eventually went home.
I promised my father that if I didn’t complete college, I’d join the Army. After bootcamp
I started questioning authority especially the brutality and purpose of the military.
Norman Godbe picked me up hitchhiking on Hwy 1. I told Norman I had just walked
away from a stockade work detail at the Defense Language Institute in Monterey and
that I was in the Army stockade because I refused to go to Vietnam.
Norman invited me to stay at his home. I spent a week at the Godbe home. One day
Norman and I went up to the New Camaldoli Hermitage to move his donkey Alf, the
sacred burro. I decided to stay there and worked with the hermits in exchange for food
and shelter. I continued to read and inquire. After five months, the FBI arrived and they
took me back to Ft. Ord.
At my court martial I told the Army that I was now a world citizen and I was not going
to harm another for any reason. I received an undesirable discharge.
Krishnamurti helped me to question myself and others. His pointing out that
conceptual thought prevents direct contact with the living moment led me to
understand meditation. I will be forever grateful for his presence in my life.
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A B o l d Mo v e
Fr a n c e s c a M i c h e l l e L i e s , F o r m e r R e s i d e n t i a l S t u d e n t

When I was quite young, enchanted by legos, dolls, and playing make-believe baker and
doctor, I remember hearing Krishnamurti’s voice often via VHS tape at home. At that age,
there was no way I could understand the concepts of which he was speaking of, much less
understand half of the words he was using. As a college freshmen and sophomore I visited
the KFA twice for three weeks each time to participate in a program with other college
students. In addition to twice daily dialogues, we watched many videos of K, speaking both
alone and with others on various subject matters involving life, right action, competition, love,
and everything else K talks about. Despite being over a decade older, I still had quite a hard
time processing and understanding most of what he was talking about!
Somehow, something must have seeped in along the way, and it was after these programs
that my life began to shift from being externally oriented to being driven by something more
subtle and quiet. The shifts I felt from these two visits to Ojai had already begun to shape
and influence the way I moved through life and made decisions. About five years later, after
graduating college, gaining some more life experience, and becoming a yoga teacher, I
made what was a bold decision for me at the time to move to Ojai. For a year, I lived at the
Krishnamurti Educational Center and helped create what is now the Residential Student
Program.
I cannot stress enough the impact this year of focused self-study in community has had
on my life. Not only was this year one of the most significant years of my life thus far, but
it was also one of the most difficult and deeply challenging. The space the Krishnamurti
Educational Center provides for individuals to stretch to new limits and to explore new and
creative ways of living and being in the world is invaluable and essential. I would not trade my
experience there for anything else and am so grateful for the opportunity to be a part of the
initial group of people to help form this important program. Four years later, I continue to live
in Ojai, and am still connected to the KFA in various ways.
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Fi n a n c i a l No t e s
On the following pages you will find audited financial statements for the organization
as a whole as well as separate details for the Foundation (KFA) and the Educational
Center (KEC). Details for Oak Grove School (OGS) may be found at oakgroveschool.org/
annualreport
As you will see in the audited financial statements, the Krishnamurti Foundation of America
which includes KFA, KEC and OGS, is healthy. Efforts to raise unrestricted funds for KFA
continue to improve. Also note in the KFA statements that exclude OGS, reserves have been
utilized to fund various capital projects and some of the operational costs.
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Fi n a n c i a l R e p o r t 2 0 1 5 – 2 0 1 6
F o u n d a t i o n Ac t i v i t i e s
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Fi n a n c i a l R e p o r t 2 0 1 5 – 2 0 1 6
Foundation Activities
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Relationship has true significance only when it is a process of self-revelation,
when it is revealing oneself in the very action of relationship.
– Krishnamurti

Page 14 • 2015–2016 Krishnamurti Foundation of America Annual Report

Where the Rubber Hits the Road
Te r r e n c e O ’ C o n n o r, P r o g r a m F a c i l i t a t o r

My wife Kathy and I had been facilitating dialogue groups in Maryland for many years when
we were given our first opportunity to facilitate a week-long intensive at KFA. We were
thrilled by the opportunity and put great energy into selecting the dialogue topics for each
day and the best possible video for each topic. We dialogued about the topic, about dialogue,
about authentic relationship. We discussed our roles as co-facilitators and how we could
provide the safety required to create the deepest, most meaningful group experience.
We arrived a few days early a little anxious but full of excitement and enthusiasm. So it
was a shock just a day and a half before our first meeting when what I thought was a small
misunderstanding spiraled downward to an issue that had remained unresolved between
us for many years. It was as if our intense focus on the possibilities of authentic relationship
had blown away a curtain of partial resolutions and exposed a canyon between us. I was
sure she had gone totally around the bend, and she was convinced I was in utter denial.
We’d hit a core issue, and on this issue there seemed to be no room for agreement. To our
astonishment it came down to a discussion of which one of us would facilitate the week and
which would fly home.
As we sat staring at each other I imagined Krishnamurti sitting in the third chair and casually,
with the back of his hand, tipping over the gauntlet. There was no moving from this. This
meeting with self is what we had come for. We were forced to examine our conditioning and
to question our convictions more deeply than we ever had. All of Krishnamurti’s teachings
came into play, on security, image, relationship, conflict, love. This is where the rubber hits the
road, where the teachings come alive. It became clear that we could not be in relationship
and maintain the self and other images we had been carrying.
In the spirit of inquiry, without attempting resolution, we shared our budding discoveries
with each other and later shared the process with our wonderfully caring group. Our inquiry
was mirrored by their self-inquiry, and the week unfolded beautifully, powerfully, deeply. The
insights of that week continue to sweep away sand castle images even as thought, like a
tenacious ant colony tries to rebuild them.
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Pu r e C h a n c e
Olga Gonzalez, Dialogue Facilitator

I encountered Krishnamurti’s Teachings, like many people, by pure chance....in a book found
in an old bookstore. That first reading, like a bright flash of light brought clarity, answers and
further questioning to my mind and heart. I had perceived pure truth.
My thinking process resonated with K’s Teachings. The importance of watching this process
brought to mind the understanding of the causes of conflict and suffering; the awareness of
the possibility of beauty, love, compassion and intelligence for the quiet heart to perceive.
K’s Teachings have made such a difference in my life. I really feel acting on what they point
to can transform human consciousness and thereby our troubled world. I have been holding
K dialogue meetings in New York City now for a long time. I find inquiring together deepens
the shared perceptions leading to clarity in our human minds. I also feel very responsible in
supporting the K Foundations with donations and any other way possible. They keep alive
the purity of Krishnamurti’s teachings with their activities locally and around the world. The
understanding and acting on Krishnamurti’s Legacy can bring to humanity the peace it longs for.

Un d i v i d e d W h o l e n e s s
Charles Bickhar t, D onor

Krishnamurti was on a recommended reading list from a course I took in 1972 called Siva
Mind Control. I read The First and Last Freedom which started me on my constant reading
and re-readings of K’s works. And what an inspiration and guide it has been for my life
even though at times I would leave the teachings. But I always came back because what
better truths can we live than these? I have no problems, no financial worries and in my daily
meditation, I always say “my means of livelihood are being a spiritual teacher, being out of
society, being unrelated to the field of darkness and saying to those who are in it, come out.
Most importantly, by doing nothing, taking no action, I radiate the undivided wholeness and
bring light that extends to infinity and penetrates the darkness.” This is paraphrased from
the book The Ending of Time. I am grateful for KFA and happy to support this wonderful
movement.
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O a k Gr o v e S c h o o l
Pa r t n e r s i n S e l f - Un d e r s t a n d i n g
Wi l l e m Z w a r t , H e a d o f S c h o o l

This was Oak Grove’s 40th anniversary year and as
I reflect on the year I’m grateful for the work and
generosity of our students, parents, board members,
alumni, faculty, staff and many others, in helping our
school thrive. A school is a place where we are always
in relationship and this presents many opportunities
to bring about self-knowledge through the mirror of
relationship.
Krishnamurti wrote: “If one is able to see oneself as one
is in this extraordinary mirror of relationship which does
not distort, if one can just look into this mirror with full
attention and see actually what is, be aware of it without
condemnation, without judgment, without evaluation and one does this when there is earnest interest - then one will find that the mind is capable
of freeing itself from all conditioning; and it is only then that the mind is free to discover that
which lies beyond the field of thought.”
The understanding of conditioning and freeing oneself from it is transformational and this
notion of personal and societal transformation is central to the mission of our school. It is
the reason our school was founded 40 years ago. Oak Grove brought and continues to
bring together teachers and staff, students and parents, through their shared interest in
understanding their conditioning and finding a measure of freedom from it.
In the documentary Examined Life, the philosopher Cornel West asks, ‘The unexamined life
is not worth living,’ Plato writes in the Apology. How do you examine yourself? What happens
when you interrogate yourself? What happens when you begin to call into question your tacit
assumptions and unarticulated presuppositions, and begin then to become a different kind of
person?”
The author Ralph Ellison gives one answer to that question in Invisible Man: “When I discover
who I am, I’ll be free.” Krishnamurti would say that with that freedom come great love and
responsibility. Perhaps even something beyond thought, something sacred. We need not
take him, or anyone for that matter, at his word. We can find out for ourselves, together and
individually, through the mirror of relationship and careful observation. This is the beauty
and the promise of our school. This is the journey we embark on together every year, at Oak
Grove, a journey made possible by all those who continue to support and sustain it.
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D i v i s i o n a n d Un i t y D i a l o g u e
After the recent elections, our fifth grade students explored the following essential questions through
shared inquiry: How does division arise among human beings? And then, what brings unity among human
beings? A volunteer parent quietly listened and documented the students’ conversation in the form of the
Mind Map shown here. As a follow-up homework activity students read and discussed with their parents
a short passage from Krishnamurti’s Beyond Violence, which begins, “One of the most important problems
to solve is that of bringing about a complete unity, something beyond the fragmentary self-centred concern
with the ‘me’, at whatever level it be, social, economic or religious. The ‘me’ and the ‘not me’, the ‘we’ and
‘they’ are the factors of division.”
All Oak Grove students regularly participate in thoughtful, reflective dialogue. As early as preschool,
kindergarten, and throughout elementary, children sit in “circle” taking turns to share their thoughts
and feelings on developmentally appropriate perennial questions of human life. They learn to express
themselves and listen to each other with openness and compassion. As students move up through the
grades, these dialogues deepen in sophistication until at the high school level students are used to
exploring essential questions with peers and adults. Cultivating the capacity for self-understanding in
our students, through dialogue and many other ways, is one of the most important aspects of our overall
mission.
To view the Oak Grove School Annual Report please visit oakgroveschool.org/annualreport
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Thank you for helping us
to sustain this important work.
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