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Acrylic painting of the front of Pine Cottage, Krishnamurti’s home in Ojai
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The Krishamurti Foundation of America shall advance public understanding 
and realization of human potential by means of the study of the teachings of J. 
Krishnamurti, to be accomplished by:

• Promoting and assisting in the dissemination of said teachings to members of 
the general public throughout the world.
• Establishing, organizing and holding classes, lectures, courses, schools, 
seminars and study groups for the exploration of such teachings.
• Publishing and associating in the publication of papers, periodicals, pamphlets, 
books, tape recordings and recordings of all other kinds promulgating said 
teachings.
• Providing facilities for the study of said teachings.
• Other charitable, scientific or educational purposes that meet the 
requirements for exemption provided by Section 214 of the Revenue and 
Taxation Code.

Executive Management Team

Board of Trustees

Advisory Board

Jacob Sluijter | Executive Director
Meredy Benson Rice | Head, Oak Grove School
Margaret Mistele | Chief Financial Officer

Robert “BD” Dautch
Karen Hesli | Secretary/Chair
Mark Lee
Michael Lommel
Michael Mendizza
Nick Oatway
Rabindra Singh
Frode Steen
Leone Webster

Vishwanath Alluri
Joseph Gaudino
Rama Mohan Kilaru
John Marchi

Edmund McCurtain
Praveen Varma
Russ Wesp

The Mission of the Krishnamurti Foundation of America (KFA)

The Krishnamurti Foundation of America is a private, not-for profit organization located in Ojai, 
California. The KFA is a tax-exempt organization under section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code.

Development Contacts
Krishnamurti Foundation of America
Melissa Navarro | Development Director
Email: melissa@kfa.org
Oak Grove School
Jodi Grass | Development Director
Email: jodigrass@oakgroveschool.org
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Krishnamurti Foundation of America (KFA)  
Executive Director, Jaap Sluijter

The year 2013-2014, was full of energy and activity. There is the feeling 
in the air of change and re-envisioning our work. Our challenge is to make 
Krishnamurti’s teachings available to all age groups, different cultures, 
economic groups and races, and to do this we are differentiating our 
dissemination efforts. We have made the teachings available online for 
free and accessible in eight different languages. We ensure that books 
are in print in almost 40 different languages. We have reduced rates for 
college students who wish to attend our programs at the Adult Educational 
Center. We’ve held over 20 programs and more than 665 people stayed at 
our Pepper Tree Retreat for an average of 3 nights. Our outreach program 
held events at over 15 different locations in the USA and Asia.

We just finished developing an inquiry-based program for high school 
and college students, which can be used by any school. For this age group, we also created a one-
year residential intern program at the adult Educational Center, where five students may immerse 
themselves in the teachings in a communal setting. We created a separate Annual Report for the 
activities of the Oak Grove School, have a look on page 11 for more information on how to download 
this report.

Our whole organization met their fundraising goals and we have increased our reserves. We  completed 
several large capital improvements at the Educational Center campus, such as adding more handicap 
accessible pathways and a new Events Pavillion.

I want to thank you all for supporting us financially or as volunteers so that we are able to fulfill this 
important mission.
 
Sincerely,
Jaap Sluijter
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Our Work - This Year

Derek Dodds, Director of Publications
I am very honored to be working in international publications and to have 
the opportunity to work with colleges from the other foundations in Spain, 
India and the United Kingdom. Our collaborative approach and mission have 
allowed us to publish Krishnamurti in over 40 languages. This last year we 
were excited to see new titles in Russia, China, Taiwan, Italy, The Netherlands, 
France, Spain, The United States and many other territories.

Cory Fisher, Archival Assistant
This last year has been the first year of my direct engagement with the work 
of the foundation.  A major accomplishment that excited me was coordinating 
the Annual May Gathering that was held this past May.  It was very inspiring to 
witness the sincere interest, care, and engagement that those who attended 
expressed.  I am very happy to have been given the chance to contribute 
to such an incredible event.  It helped to shed light the living activity of a 
Foundation such as this, and the importance at the heart of true cooperation.

Melissa Navarro, Development Director
I am grateful for this opportunity to support Krishnamurti’s important work. 
This year the focus has been observing and learning what has been done in 
the past to re-envision the work for a sustainable future. As development 
touches all areas of the foundation, I’ve enjoyed getting know and supporting 
the staff in various projects. Some questions we are looking at for 2015 and 
beyond: How do we disseminate the teachings in a way that is relevant to 
young adults? How can we expand our outreach and share with those eager 
to inquire about themselves and our world? How do we share this legacy in 
an ever busy society that leaves little space for reflection and contemplation?

Michael Krohnen, Librarian
The Library and Study Center of the Krishnamurti Educational Center in the east 
end of the Ojai Valley is a unique place in what one might call the “Krishnamurti 
World”, in that it was K’s home on earth for a longer period of time than any 
other location. Apart from its unique historical significance, it serves a very 
practical purpose by attracting visitors from all over the globe—fifty countries 
from six continents—who come to study Krishnamurti’s teachings here, to 
purchase his books and DVDs, and to experience the outstanding ambiance 
of peace and natural beauty. Many of the visitors comment on the sense of 
pervading tranquility that they feel in the Pine Cottage and the surrounding 
land. In addition, the Library and Study Center serves as a perfect place for 
groups to explore the profound questions Krishnamurti raised.
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2013-2014 Financial Report
Krishnamurti Foundation of America

This has been a year of growth in programming for the Krishnamurti 
Foundation of America, a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization.  This 
growth has been funded by contributions and invested reserves.  The 
audited Statement of Financial Position and the Statement of Activities 
contained on the following pages, indicate growth in the net assets of 
the organization.  A generous bequest received this past year of over 
$2 million dollars has provided the opportunity to establish structural 
building funds to address required structural maintenance of the 
Krishnamurti Education Center and Oak Grove School.  The Board of 
Trustees also created an Archive fund from this bequest to further and 
continue the work of archive projects over the next several years.    

The Krishnamurti Foundation of America consists of two campuses in 
Ojai, California.  The Krishnamurti Education Center located in the east side of Ojai includes the 
historic Pine Cottage and Arya Vihara.  All of the Foundation land was purchased in the twenties 
by Annie Besant for the work of Krishnamurti.  The Foundation was formed in 1969 and Oak 
Grove School, located on the west side of Ojai, was founded in 1975.

A statement of Foundation Activities, following the audited financial statements, provides a 
view of the impact contributions and bequests provide for the continuation of the mission of the 
Krishnamurti Foundation of America through various activities.  

A financial report of Oak Grove School is contained in the Oak Grove School Annual Report 
reflecting a strong financial position of the school activities.  Please visit the following website to 
view this comprehensive report:  www.oakgroveschool.org/annualreport.

It is from the generous support of all of our contributors, that we are able to continue to provide 
the programs, education and work of Krishnamurti.

Margaret Mistele
Chief Financial Officer 
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Assets
Cash $1,760,034
Receivables,	  Net $1,873,240
Inventory $15,270
Prepaid	  Expenses $476,016
Investments $7,270,648
Property	  and	  Equipment,	  Net $3,214,260
Other $60,600

Total	  Assets $14,670,068

Liabilities
Accounts	  Payable	  and	  Accrued	  Liabilities $638,910
Deferred	  Revenue $3,276,263

Total	  Liabilities $3,915,173

Net	  Assets
Unrestricted $8,658,487
Temporarily	  Restricted $1,481,556
Permanently	  Restricted $614,852

Total	  Net	  Assets $10,754,895

Total	  Liabilities	  and	  Net	  Assets $14,670,068

Krishnamurti	  Foundation	  of	  America
Krishnamurti Educational Center, Pepper Tree Retreat, Study Center, Intern Program, Archives, Publications, Sales, Oak Grove School

Statement	  of	  Financial	  Position
Audited	  Financials	  for	  fiscal	  year	  ending	  June	  30,	  2014
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Unrestricted Total
Temporarily Permanently

Operating	  Revenue
Tuition	  and	  Fees $3,300,708 $3,300,708
Royalties	  and	  Sales	  of	  Books	  and	  Recordings $182,982 $182,982
Other $634,745 $634,745
Contributions $501,368 $255,656 $757,024
Bequests $2,397,013 $2,397,013
Interest	  and	  Dividend	  Income $12,285 $12,285
Net	  Realized	  and	  Unrealized	  Investment	  Gains $39,262 $39,262
Endowment	  Returns	  Made	  Available	  for	  Operations $35,000 $35,000
Net	  Assets	  Released	  from	  Donor	  Restrictions $239,898 ($239,898)

Total	  Operating	  Revenue $7,308,261 $50,758 $7,359,019

Operating	  Expenses
Salaries	  and	  Wages $2,320,751 $2,320,751
Employee	  Benefits $517,640 $517,640
Financial	  Aid $461,016 $461,016
Depreciation $202,473 $202,473
Other	  Expenses $1,282,051 $1,282,051

Total	  Operating	  Expenses $4,783,931 $4,783,931

Net	  Operating	  Surplus $2,524,330 $50,758 $2,575,088

Non-‐Operating	  Activities
Change	  in	  Beneficial	  Interest	  in	  Split-‐Interest	  Agreement $18,597 $18,597
Endowment	  Interest	  and	  Dividend	  Income $18,511 $18,511
Endowment	  Net	  Realized	  and	  Unrealized	  Investment	  Gains $204,256 $204,256
Gifts	  Restricted	  for	  Capital	  Purposes $90,020 $90,020
Allocation	  of	  Endowment	  Returns ($35,000) ($35,000)
Non-‐Operating	  Net	  Assets	  Released	  from	  Restrictions $172,317 ($172,317)

Total	  Non-‐Operating	  Activities $172,317 $124,067 $296,384

Increase	  in	  Net	  Assets $2,696,647 $174,825 $2,871,472

Net	  Assets,	  Beginning	  of	  Year $5,961,840 $1,306,731 $614,852 $7,883,423

Net	  Assets,	  End	  of	  Year $8,658,487 $1,481,556 $614,852 $10,754,895

Krishnamurti	  Foundation	  of	  America
Krishnamurti Educational Center, Pepper Tree Retreat, Study Center, Intern Program, Archives, Publications, Sales, Oak Grove School

Statement	  of	  Activities
Audited	  Financials	  for	  fiscal	  year	  ending	  June	  30,	  2014

Restricted
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Income
Earned	  Income $524,680.49
Contributed	  Income $2,770,071.04
Other	  Investment	  Income $54,839.02

Total	  Income $3,349,590.55

Earned	  Income	  Breakdown
Publications $165,342.90
Education	  Center $55,299.83
Pepper	  Tree	  Retreat $271,922.54
Miscellaneous $32,115.22

Total	  Earned	  Income $524,680.49

Contributed	  Income	  Breakdown
Unrestricted	  Donations $277,615.13
Restricted	  Donations $108,165.48
Bequests $2,384,290.43

Total	  Contributed	  Income $2,770,071.04

Expenses
Salaries	  and	  Benefits $622,639.54
General	  and	  Administrative $392,797.47
Maintenance $18,945.67
Publications $32,361.18
Education	  Center $61,848.97
Pepper	  Tree	  Retreat $89,787.92
Other	  Program	  Expenses $44,373.60
Fund	  Development	  and	  Marketing $26,762.47
Other	  Investment	  Expense $1,463.50

Total	  Expenses $1,290,980.32

Reserves $2,058,610.23

Total	  Expenses	  and	  Reserves $3,349,590.55

Foundation	  Activities
Krishnamurti Educational Center, Pepper Tree Retreat, Study Center, Intern Program, Archives, Publications, Sales

Income	  and	  Expenses
Audited	  Financials	  for	  fiscal	  year	  ending	  June	  30,	  2014



9

Amanda Lezra, Think on These Things
Think on These Things: We finished the process of writing and printing 
the TOTT syllabus which is now available for educators to use in their own 
classrooms. We completed an East Coast Tour in which we took the TOTT 
program to classrooms in universities in New York and Massachusetts. We 
began our second year of facilitating weekly TOTT discussions in Oak Grove 
School, primarily using the syllabus we compiled for each session. 

Eric Williamson, IT Director
During the last year a key project has been the upcoming new international 
website, which will combine the sites of all four Krishnamurti foundations around 
the world, along with the J. Krishnamurti Online site, creating one central portal to 
both the teachings of Krishnamurti and the work of the foundations. This project 
has opened the door to a new kind of collaboration between the foundations on a 
day-to-day basis, using technology to break through the barriers of distance and 
allow us to begin to work as one foundation rather than four separate entities.

Claire Wade-Hak, Intern Coordinator & Office Manger
One of the most rewarding aspects of my work at the Foundation is 
coordinating the Student Intern Program. The student interns who participate 
in the program come from a variety of backgrounds, with many different 
reasons for joining. The uniting factor for all is an interest in looking deeper 
into Krishnamurti’s work, and themselves. This makes for a very engaged 
and lively group who are as excited as we are to create this program together. 
I think it also adds something very special to the Foundation to have a group 
of young adults looking deeply at the world and their own lives here on the 
grounds. It has been a privilege to be a part of all the growth!

Julien Griffault, Pepper Tree Retreat Manager
It has been such an honor to work at the retreat this past year. Much of our 
efforts have been in preserving, updating and making long term plans for this 
beautiful 100 year old home and property. The intention being that it may 
continue to be a center of peace, quiet and inquiry for years to come.

Kelley Singer O’Mara, Marketing Director
The past year has been a flurry of activity. My first year at the foundation, 
we’ve been engaged in a continuous conversation about what people are 
looking for when they make contact with us, and how to best communicate 
its availability. Perhaps my favorite achievement this year has been utilizing 
our $10,000 Google Adwords Grant to populate what would be ad spaces 
with Krishnamurti Quotes, introducing more people to the teachings.

Our Work - This Year (cont’d)
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The Intent of the Krishnamurti Schools

It is becoming more and more important in a world that is destructive and degenerating that there should 
be a place, an oasis, where one can learn a way of living that is whole, sane and intelligent. Education in the 
modern world has been concerned with the cultivation not of intelligence, but of intellect, of memory and its 
skills. In this process little occurs beyond passing information from the teacher to the taught, the leader to 
the follower, bringing about a superficial and mechanical way of life. In this there is little human relationship.

Surely a school is a place where one learns about the totality, the wholeness of life. Academic excellence is 
absolutely necessary, but a school includes much more than that. It is a place where both the teacher and 
the taught explore not only the outer world, the world of knowledge, but also their own thinking, their own 
behaviour. From this they begin to discover their own conditioning and how it distorts their thinking. This 
conditioning is the self to which such tremendous and cruel importance is given. Freedom from conditioning 
and its misery begins with this awareness. It is only in such freedom that true learning can take place. In 
this school it is the responsibility of the teacher to sustain with the student a careful exploration into the 
implications of conditioning and thus end it.

A school is a place where one learns the importance of knowledge and its limitations. It is a place where one 
learns to observe the world not from any particular point of view or conclusion. One learns to look at the 
whole of man’s endeavour, his search for beauty, his search for truth and for a way of living without conflict. 
Conflict is the very essence of violence. So far education has not been concerned with this, but in this school 
our intent is to understand actuality and its action without any preconceived ideals, theories or beliefs which 
bring about a contradictory attitude toward existence.

The school is concerned with freedom and order. Freedom is not the expression of one’s own desire, choice 
or self-interest. That inevitably leads to disorder. Freedom of choice is not freedom, though it may appear 
so; nor is order conformity or imitation. Order can only come with the insight  that to choose is itself the 
denial of freedom. In school one learns the importance of relationship which is not based on attachment or 
possession. It is here one can learn about the movement of thought, love and death, for all this is our life.

From the ancient of times, man has sought something beyond the materialistic world, something beyond the 
materialistic world, something immeasurable, something sacred, It is the intent of this school to inquire into 
this possibility.

This whole movement of inquiry into knowledge, into oneself, into the possibility of something beyond 
knowledge, brings about naturally a psychological revolution, and from this comes inevitably a totally 
different order in human relationship, which is society. The intelligent understanding of all this can bring 
about a profound change in the consciousness of mankind.

Ojai,  1984                – J.  Krishnamurti

*** First written in 1975, later revised with the Oak Grove School staff and initially published as “The Intent of Oak 
Grove School”. It was distributed at Krishnamurti’s request at the 1984 Ojai Talks under the title “The Intent of the 
Krishnamurti Schools.”   © 1981 Krishnamurti Foundation Trust, UK
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To view the 2013-2014 Oak Grove School Annual Report, please visit 
www.oakgroveschool.org/annualreport

The Oak Grove School



PO Box 1560 | Ojai, California 93024
(805) 646-2726 | www.kfa.org | info@kfa.org

Thank you for helping to sustain this important work.

First Published in 1969 in the KFT Bulletin 
© Krishnamurti Foundation Trust, UK


